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FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE 


OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AT VIENNA 
PRESIDENT SCHAERF ADDRESSES THE DELEGATES 


On October 1, in the main auditorium of the Vienna 
Konzerthaus, more than 350 delegates from 62 countries 
assembled to take part in the opening meeting of the First 
eneral Conference of the International Atomic Energy 

Immediately after the opening of the meeting, 
Bernardes, the temporary president of the meeting, 
accompanied Austrian President Adolf Schaerf into the hall, 
where he took his seat on the rostrum next to Dr. Ralph 
Bunche, representing the Secretary-General of the United 


Agency, 


En vov 


Nations. 

After an introduction by the temporary president, Dr. 
Schaerf addressed the assembly. 

‘*This distinguished and important conference must, if 
it is to fulfil its meaning and purpose, by its very nature 
serve the cause of peace and international cooperation,’’ 
the President said, ‘*This country and this city have done 
every thing in their power to establish conditions under which 
your responsible work can be carried on undisturbed and 
with promise of success. It is a particular pleasure for us 
offer you our hospitality because of our knowledge and 
conviction that you have assembled here in order to wrest 
he findings of science from warlike barbarism and place 
them at the service of peace-loving civilization. 

‘‘Never before in the history of scientific knowledge 
nave we been so fully aware of the folly of believing that 
science and research can be confined within the boundaries 
fa single country, even the largest. 

A Turning Point in History 

“Though future history books may designate the year 
1942 as the beginning of the atomic age — the year of the 
irst successful spontaneous nuclear chain reaction, and 
thus the year the atom was first split —and though they name 
the United States of America as the place where this age 
¥as born, I believe that particularly in atomic research simi- 
ar tiscoveries were made in several countries and at ap- 
Dmximately the same time. To my mind, it would be a 
(Continued on page 2) 
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President Schaerf addressing the Conference at the 


Vienna Konzerthaus. 


AMBASSADOR GRUBER PRESIDENT OF 1.A.E.A.-CON- 
FERENCE. Ambassador Karl Gruber, the Austrian Chief De- 
legate, was unanimously elected President of the first Gen- 
eral Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
The high honor conferred upon the Austrian representative 
was also interpreted in official circles as a tribute to the 
country which is host to the assembly. 


EISENHOWER IN MESSAGE TO 1.A.E.A.: ATOMIC FISSION 
NO LONGER A SYMBOL OF FEAR. Admiral Lewis Strauss, 
head of the United States delegation, read a message from 
President Fisenhower, who said that the prayers and hopes 
of millions of people of all races and creeds were directed 
toward the Vienna consultations. The President said that no 
other conference in history had started under more auspicious 
conditions. He declared that the splitting of the atom should 
no longer be a symbol of fear but of a means for bringing 
mankind greater riches, health and hapniness. 


ADMIRAL STRAUSS: VIENNA TO GET NUCLEAR REAC- 
TOR. During a press conference at Vienna on September 30, 
Admiral Lewis L. Strauss, head of the United States Atomic 
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Energy Commission and Chief U.S. Delegate to the General 
Conference, reported that the United States would make 5,000 
kg. of uranium 235 available to the International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency. He also said that his country was prepared to 
sell to the Agency an amount of nuclear fuel equal to the 
combined contribution made by all countries up to July 1, 
1960. 

The United States is also making available to the Agency 
an atomic reactor for research purposes, an isotope laborato- 
ry and an extensive library on nuclear research. The reactor, 
which will be of the so-called ‘‘swimming pool’’ type and 
feature the latest improvements developed by recent research, 
will be erected in Vienna, should the Austrian capital be 
chosen as the headquarters of the Atomic Energy Agency. 


Schaerf’s Address (Continued from page 1) 


dissipation of our intellectual energies in the scientific area 
were we to attempt to prevent humanity from developing a 
system of bnternational cooperation. It seems to me that the 
deeper meaning of your meeting is the furtherance of this 
unified, worldwide effort in behalf of peace. 

Austria’s Contribution to Rasic Nuclear Research 

‘‘Although Austria is of course not among the nations 
which lead the field of atomic science, I should not fail to 
point out that some of my fellow-citizens have made substan 
tial contributions to solving the problems of atomic physics. 
I shall mention only a few names, fully aware that I am guilty 
of an injustice towards those whose names I omit. Scientists 
who worked in this field in our country were Ludwig Boltz- 
mann and after him, the Nobel Prize Winners Viktor Hess 
and Erwin Schroedinger. And the accomplishments of our 
former Austrian citizens Pauli, Lise Meitner, Otto Frisch 
and Viktor Weisskopf, have already received worldwide 
reco gnition. 

‘This is not the first time in modem history that the 
practical results of significant and revolutionary discoveries 
have had the two-fold character of being capable of serving 
the cause of life as well as that of destruction. However, it 
would be unwise and would hinder true prmegress if, because 
of this risk, we were to restrict the activities of scientists 
and scholars. We also know that there is much moving 
evidence concerming the deep feelings of dismay and moral 
responsibility among the very persons who participated in 
the pn juction of atomic weapons. 

The Dawn of a New Technology 

‘*The most dangerous aspects of the new discovery were 
recognized by President Truman in a noteworthy speech at 
the beginning of October 1945, when he expressed the hope 
that the civilized world would conclude a series of agreements 
which, as he said, ‘should provide for renunciation of further 
use and further development of atom bombs and at the same 
time promote the peaceful development of atomic energy for 
the benefit of scientific progress and humanitarian causes.’ 

‘It is this great goal — the peaceful development of 
atomic energy on a worldwide scale — which should be 


pursued in your deliberations. The problem is to find ways 
by which the new, absolutely unlimited sources of power 


available through atomic reactions can be harnessed in the 
service of modem technology with its vast energy require 
ments; this will represent encouragement of a development 
which could lead to a complete change in working conditions 
and, as a result, to new forms of human society which, unti! 
now, have only been dimly foreseen. In fact, the door coy), 
be opened to a new realm of well-being for everybody. The 
development of an atomic engine would revolutionize the 
whole system of transportation, and radioisotopes hold 
promise, understandable even to the layman, of enormous sig- 
nificance in medicine, industry and agriculture. 
A Responsibility to be Shared by All 

‘I am convinced that, if your efforts are crowned wit} 
success, that you will contribute to the creation of a ney 
atmosphere of confidence in the world. 

“Deeply moved by the appeal of the great humanist 
Albert Schweitzer, | made the suggestion some time ago that 
scientists of all nations, ignoring political considerations 
and employing the cool objectivity of scientific knowledge, 
should endeavor to reach a solution of the problem of atom 
bomb tests. 

“We must not deceive ourselves: people all over the 
world expect us to free them of their great concern over the 
health of future generations; they demand that the ultimate 
secrets wrested from nature not be misused and that we 
devote ourselves not to death and destruction but life and 
reconstr uction. 

“1 share the opinion of leading atomic energy specio 
lists that the prevention of the complete destruction of al. 
life on earth is no longer a scientific or technological 
problem but a political and diplomatic problem. Thus, a 


share in a great responsibility has been placed on all of us.” 


CHANCELLOR CONVALESCING. Since the end of Septen- 
ber, Chancellor Julius Raab has been convalescing at the 
nursing home of the Sisters of Mercy in Laab im Walde, Lower 
Austria. 

AUSTRIA HONORS ROBERT F. WAGNER, RICHARD G. 
PATTERSON, GEORGE N. SHUSTER. Acting in behalf of the 
Austrian President, Foreign Minister Leopold Figl awarded 
Mayor Robert F. Wagner with the Grand Silver Medal of Honor 
With Ribbon for Distinguished Services to the Republic of 
Austria in a brief ceremony at the Austrian Consulate General 
in New York. 

In his address, Foreign Minister Figl stressed Mayor 
Wagner’s continued interest in the Austrians of New York as 
well as in the pmgress and wellbeing of the Austrian people 
and paid special tribute to the Mayor’s outstanding services 
in helping to promote and to strengthen the ties of friendship 
between the City of New York and the Repuhiic of Austria. 

Foreign Minister Fig] also handed the Grand Gold Medal 
of Honor for Distinguished Services to the Republic of Aust 
to Ambassador Richard G. Patterson, Jr. Commissioner of 
the Department of Commerce and Public Events. 

George N. Shuster, President of Hunter College, received 
the Grand Gold Medal of Honor from the Foreign Minister at 4 
separate ceremony ‘‘in recognition of his sustainedandhelp ful 
interest in Austrianaffairs.’’ 
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U.N. RECOGNITION FOR AUSTRIAN REFUGEE AID, At a 
press conference in Graz, which was attended by Austrian 
yinister of the Interior Oskar Helmer, a representative of Dr. 
Lindt, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee Af- 
fairs at Geneva, read the following message from the High 
‘ommis sioner: 

‘“‘On the occasion of the transfer by the Austrian Ped 
cross of responsibilities for the Hungarian refugees still in 
Austrian camps to the Austrian Federal Government, the of- 
fice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee 
Affairs feels bound toexpress its sincere gratitude and appre- 
ciation for everything which Austria has done not only for 
Hungarian refugees but also for those refugees who had found 
isylum in the country long before and in this way were given 

pportunity to start a new life. 

‘“‘Eyvents have shown that the question of the right of asy- 
lum is one which lies close to Austria’s heart. In keeping 
with tre Geneva Convention, the principle of granting the 
right of asylum was mairtained without bounds. The generous 
reception given the more than 170,000 Hungarian refugees 
who streamed into Austria has earned the admiration, recog- 
nition and gratitude of the international community, which is 
working together with Austria on a solution of the refugee 
problem. 

‘“‘What was said above also applies to all the other re- 
fugees who came to Austria and who, without regard to their 
origin, are benefitting from the extensive allocations made 
available by the Federal Government for projects suggested 
by this office, as in the case of the housing construction 
program. Austria’s generous contribution to the United Na- 
tions Refugee Fund (UNREF) is an indication of the realistic 
approach to the planning for the future of those refugees who 
will not be able to leave Austrie.”’ 


HELMER ON REFUGEES. At a recent press conference, 
Austrian Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer declared that 
the best solution to the problem of the Hungarian refugees in 
Austria would be for each of the 30 member states of the 
ITEM to declare its willingness to accept 250 refugees. 

As to the refugees from Yugoslavia, the Minister referred 
again to his proposal] that states which are interested in the 
immigration of Yugoslavs—such as Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand—should set up a liaison office in Yugoslavia 
itself. He indicated that it would of course be necessary to 
obtain the authorization of the Yugoslav Government in order 
that ICEM representatives might be allowed to reside and 
work in that country. Such direct contact would obviate the 
detour via Austria made by the would-be Yugoslav immigrants, 
4 procedure which places a burden on Austria and has al- 
ready led to misunderstandings. 

Mr. Helmer said that Austria, which is fully aware of its 
duty to grant asylum to refugees, has assumed considerable 
financial burdens in order to maintain its very extensive 
program of refugee welfare. The average monthly cost of main- 
taining a refugee from Yugoslavia is 500 schillings (1 dollar 
equals 26 schillings—Ed.) and ocean passage costs 2,500 
Schillings per person. 





Since the refugees from Yugoslavia generally spend ab- 
out half a year in Austria before emigrating, the Minister con- 
tinued, the cost per refugee amounts to about 8,000-10,000 
schillings. At the present time there are 14,800 Yugoslav 
refugees in Austria and an increase to 20,000 by the end of 
the year must be anticipated. Budgetary funds set aside for 
refugee welfare are practically exhausted. The Ministry of 
the Interior will attempt, however, to obtain the additional 
sums needed by submitting a supplementary budget. 


AUSTRIAN AIRLINE ESTABLISHED. The deliberations con- 
cerning the establishment of an Austrian airline have now been 
completed. The constituent general meeting of the new 
‘‘Austrian Airlines’’ was held at the main auditorium of the 
Creditanstalt Bank on September 30. The share capital of the 
new organization will amount to 60 million schillings (60,000 
shares at 1,000 schillings each). At the outset, one quarter 
of this amount will be paid in cash. (One dollar equals 26 
schillings - Ed.). 

Herr Joham, the General Director of the new organization, 
made a brief speech at the meeting in which he emphasized 
that the creation of the new airline would be a very important 
factor in Austria’s international position. He said that even 
though Austria was entering the field of international aviation 
at a relatively late stage, it was still in a position to makea 
number of valuable contributions. Although starting operations 
will be rather modest (only four Viscount planes will be in 
service at the beginning), it is hoped that interest on the part 
of other countries will make it possible to expand the com- 
pany’s services. 

The Director indicated that it would be necessary ata 
later stage to seek the financial support of foreign interests 
to keep up with the rapid advances in aviation technology. 

At the Board of Directors meeting following the consti- 
tuent meeting, General Director Joham was elected Chairman, 
Johann Resch Deputy Chairman and Henning Throne-Holst 
of Stockholm Second Deputy Chairman. 


VIENNA UNAFFECTED BY FLUCTUATIONS ON FOREIGN 
EXCHANGES. The restless situation on the various currency 
markets has resulted in migrations of ‘‘flight’’ capital. Since 
flight of capital frequently involved securities, the result— 
according to the most recent stock market report of the Cre- 
ditanstalt-Bankverein—was a marked fluctuation in quotations 
of securities on many European exchanges. The Vienna —x- 
change was spared these upsets in quotations. The general 
trend in the field of stocks was favorable. Inspired by the 
trend of banking shares, the rest of the market exhibited 
slight improvements in quotation, although these were not 
always permanent. 


AUSTRIAN LUMBER EXPORTS DOWN. During the first 
eight months of 1957, only 77,506,431 cu. ft. of lumber was 
exported hy Austria, as compared with 80,595,653 cu. ft in 
the same period last year. Last August, exports of this 
commodity fell to approximately 9,150,000 cu. ft, as against 
10,500,000 cu. ft. in July 1957 and 11,350,000 cu. ft. in 
August 1956. 
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WAGE-—PRICE SPIPFAL LEVELING. The most recent monthly 
bulletin of the Austrian Institute for Economic Research 
shows, among other things, that the Austrian economy has 
developed more soundly and steadily this year than last. The 
gross national product was 5.5 per cent higher in both the 
first and second quarters of the current year than in the com- 
parable periods of 1956. Favorable developments are also 
expected during the third quarter. This trend is parti_vlarly 
noteworthy, considering that the growth in the social prmduct 
between mid@1955 and the end of 1956 has steadily decreased. 
In the third and fourth quarters of 1956, the annual rates of 
growth were still only 3 and 2 per cent, respectively. The 
increased expansion of the economy during 1957 applies 
fainy uniformly to all major branches of the economy. The 
only exception to the general trend is foreign trade, which 
continues to rise at a sham rate. 
Productivity Up 

The expansion in industrial production was accompanied 
by a marked increase in productivity. Output per individual 
worker, which had increased hy only 1 per cent in 1956, was 
up 5 per cent in the first half of 1957. These advances in 
productivity are the result of increased investment in rationa- 
lization and a growing tendency for a!l pmduction to be 
shifted to efficient plants. 

The labor market is one of the beneficiaries of this inten- 
sified economic activity. It has been possible to draw further 
on available mampower resources and to obtain additional 
workers for production. As of the end of August, the employ- 
ment figure was 2,255,600, an increase of 42,500 or 1.9 per 
cent over the previous year. This figure is 208,500, or 10.2 
per cent, higher than the employment level of the inflationary 
hoom year of 1951, which has long been taken as a maximum 
standard. At the end of August, the number of registered job 
seekers was 61,900, or 3,400 (5.3 per cent) fewer than at the 
same time last year. 

Investments Boosted 

The decline in investments during 1956 has proved to be 
only a temporary phenomenon. Since the beginning of 1957, a 
Slight increase in investment activity has been observable in 
important fields. In the first six months of 1957, real invest- 
ments were 6 per cent higher than in the comparable period of 
1956. Investments during the second half of 1956 were 4 per 
cent lower than those in the same period of 1955. The in 
creased investment applies mainly to capital goods in the 
form of machinery, the field which was responsible for last 
year’s decline. The prospects for further investment activity 
are favorable. It is expected that new incentives will be 
provided at the end of the yearin the form of a partial release 
of funds from the contingency budget and in the granting of 
discretionary allowances in regard to tax evaluations. There 
also seems to have been an improvement in the company 
eamings situation. As a result, business this year has more 
of its own funds available for investment than it did last 
year. Long-term foreign capital is also more readily available, 
and in larger amounts. Total offers of longterm foreign 
capital in 1957 are expected to be about one billion schillings 
higher than in 1956. 


Marked Increase in Wages and Pensions 

The change in respect of domestic consumption has beep 
less pronounced than in the case of investment. Nevertheless, 
there has been a consolidation in this sphere, too. Since the 
beginning of 1957, the rise in consumption has been fairly 
steady, and on approximately the same level as during the 
second half of 1956. In terms of value it was 7 per cent, and 
in terms of quantity 5 per cent, higher during the first half of 
1957 than in the previous year. The increase in consumption 
has gone handin hand with a pronounced increase in eamings. 

Wages, salaries, pensions and annuities rose by about 9 
per cent during the first six months of this year, i.e. somewhat 
more markedly than expenditures for consumption. This sup 
ports the assumption that savings by the non-selfemployed 
were higher not only in absolute terms but also in comparison 
to their income. 

The higher rate of savings may be due in part to the 
relatively smooth development of prices and the firm currency 
situation. Another favorable factor which promotes saving is 
the gradual leveling off of incomes. Total savings deposits in 
the first half of 1957 were 2,195 million schillings, 17 pe 
cent more than in the same period last year. In July, the 
increase amounted to as much as 28 per cent. In addition, the 
general public subscribed to more ‘‘popular investment 
shares’’ and loans than in the previous year. 


No Wage Pressure 

During recentmonths there hasbeen a marked leveling off 
in the wage spiral. The series of demands for wage increases 
which began in the fallof 1956 has, for all practical purposes, 
come to an end. The index for net worker wages under the 
price-wage agreement, as calculated by the Institute, rose by 
3.5 per cent (including children’s supplements) and by 4.2 per 
cent (excluding children’s supplements) between mid-August 
in 1956 and mid-August in 1957. According to the Institute's 
Statistics on eamings, the average gross weekly earnings of 
Viennese workers between April and July were 6.3 per cent 
higher than in the same period of 1956. The average net 
weekly earnings were 5.3 per cent higher. The income of the 
population as a whole (wages, salaries, pensions, annuities 
and other transferable income) increased at a much higher 
rate than worker eamings, having been approximately 9 per 
cent higher in the first six months of 1957 than in the corres- 
ponding period of 1956. 

The trend of living costs and wages for all categories 
shows that the real income of the nonmself-employed is higher 
than last year. 


AUSTRIAN PRICE INDEX LOWER. During August, the price 
index showed a slight downward trend. According to the 
publication ‘‘Statistical News,’’ the wholesale price index 
was 3.5 per cent lower than in July, falling to 909. The 
retail price index fell by .25 per cent to 751. It must, however, 
be noted in this connection that the price of vegetables, 
which are not included in the calculations, were very high 
during August. The level of both wholesale and retail prices 
is 4.75 per cent higher than during the comparable period last 
year. 
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TEN~YEAR PERIOD REQUIRED FOR ECONOMIC ADJUST- 
MENT. In a speech at the opening of the International Labor 
Studies Meeting, Austrian Minister of Commerce Bock dis- 
cussed problems of European integration and the position of 
the Austrian economy within a larger market. 

Herr Bock said that Austria was faced with the neces 
sity of coping realistically with the consequences of inte 
sration. He described as a decisive consideration the fact 
that exports accounted for about 30 per cent of the Austrian 
national product and that approximately 70 per cent of 
Austria’s foreign trade was carried on with member countries 
of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation 
(OFEC). Pointing out that in many spheres Austria’s pro- 
ductive capacity is greater than its consumer capacity, he 
said that Austria was obliged to produce more than was con- 
sumed in order to provide goods to balance necessary import 
transactions, and also that Austria, as the European country 
most dependent on imports, had need of a larger market. 

He emphasized, however, that Austria’s support for the 
idea of integration could not conceal the special difficulties 
which would arise for her economy. In tems of modernization, 
efficiency and production costs, wide differences exist be- 
tween Austrian plants. Along with the plants which have 
given proof, through their high export quotas, of their readi- 
ness for integration, there are companies in nearly every 
field which will have to carry out extensive rationalization 
measures if they are to be capable of competing on the inter 
national market. The minister warned that there were also 
production units which would have no right to participate in 
an economically unified Europe without undergoing a complete 
transformation. He said that the difficulties of adaptation 
would be serious, but that ten or twelve years would be 
sufficient to overcome them. 

A revolutionary goal like the unification of Europe the 
Minister continued, would require revolutionary methods, if it 
were to become a reality. He indicated that it would be 
necessary for Austria to concern itself with the most recent 
developments in modern plant operation, as expressed in the 
principles of industrial engineering and industrial manage- 
ment as they have been developed in the United States. One 
negative factor in the rationalization pmgram, according to 
Herr Bock, would be the fact that 58.3 per cent of all Aus 
trian industrial enterprises are small undertakings employing 
between 6 and50 persons and 37 per cent are medium-sized 
plants with between 51 and 500 workers. He expressed confi- 
dence, however, that Austrian companies, cooperating with 
technicians and businessmen and with the support of their 
workers, would be capable of fulfilling their task within the 
hext ten years. 


UNDERWRITING AGREEMENT ON INTERALPEN PROJECT 
EXPECTED BY END OF 1958. The Study Organization for 
Alpine Resources in Austria, Inc., otherwise known as Inter 
alpen, recently held a company meeting at Vienna. The 
goups attending were the ‘‘Deutsche Verbundsgesellschaft’’ 
of Heidelberg, the ‘‘Societa Energia Elettrica’’ of Rome, the 
“Electricité de France’ of Paris, the ‘‘Oesterreichische 








Elektrizitaetswirtschafts A.G.’’ ‘‘The Austrian Power 
and also representatives of Land Vorarlberg and Land Tyrol. 
The meeting approved the annual report for 1956 and the 
admission of the ‘‘Deutsche Interalpen, G.m.b.H.’’ as a 
member instead of the ‘‘Deutsche Verbundsgesellschaft.”’ 

According to a report which was read to the gathering, 
the ‘‘Bayernwerke A.G.,’’ the ‘‘Societa Idroelettrica Pie 
monte,’’ the ‘‘Societa Adriatica di Elettricita’’ and the 
Montecatini Company, as well as the Austrian group com- 
prising Land Tyrol, Land Vorarlberg and the Power Authority - 
have reached an agreement in principle concerning the pro- 
gram to initiate constriction of an Fast Tyrolian unit of the 
organization as soon as financing of the program has been 
arranged. The partners in this enterprise have made their 
decision subject to the approval of their respective company 
organizations and their govemments, which they will now 
seek to obtain. 

The meeting adopted a resolution in favor of continuing 
the cooperative program and of providing for an appropriate 
underwriting agreement, to come into force by the end of 
1958. 

The ‘‘Electricité de France’ and the Austrian Power 
Authority presented a statement on their agreement in princi- 
ple concerning the joint construction of a Danube power 
plant at Aschach. 


RECORD BUYING AT 1957 VIENNA FAIR. The Vienna 
International Autumn Fair, held from September 8 to 15, 
attracted a total of approximately 650,000 visitors from 
Austria and 64 other countries from all five continents. 
Twelve countries sent govemment and other high-ranking 
representatives. Exhibits from 1,471 foreign companies and 
17 jointly sponsored displays from abroad stimulated interest 
and buying generally exceeding that of last year. 


WORLD BANK LOAN FOR VORARLBERG PLANT. Loan 
negotiations between the Il] Company of Vorarlberg and the 
World Bank have been concluded and the plant delegation has 
now retumed to Austria from the United States. The agreement 
Signed in Washington refers to a supplementary loan of 3.5 
mi llion dollars for the completion of the Luenersee plant. 


FOREIGN TRADE DEFICIT REDUCED. According to pro- 
visional data available to the Central Statistical Office 
concerning foreign trade during August, the value of imports 
dropped by 69 million schillings as compared with July, to 
reach a total of 2,356 million. The value of exports rose by 
40 million to a total of 2,144 million. This means that the 
deficit was reduced from 331 million to 222 million. In July 
1956, the deficit had amounted to only 521 million, but by 
August 1956 it had dropped to 145 million. (One dollar 
equals 26 schillings - Ed). 
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MACHINERY EXPORTS UP AGAIN. In spite of keen inter- 
national competition, the Austrian machinery industry has 
again been able to increase its exports during the current 
year. During the first half of 1957, it exported 44,589 tons of 
machinery worth 929.13 million schillings, as against 32,540 
tons worth 754.02 million last year (One dollar equals 26 
schillings - Ed.). The increase in exports was more pro- 
nounced than that in production. Last year, the proportion of 
total output which was exported reached a respectable 25 per 
cent; in the first half of 1957, this figure had risen to 34 per 
cent. The increase also applied to the percentage in terms of 
value of exports, which rose from 28 to 33 per cent. Although 
there was an increase in exports of machinery involving high 
labor costs, steel construction, where the wage factor was 
less telling, proved to be a more important factor. The pres- 
sure of prices also showed its effect. All of these factors 
resulted in a drop from 23.11 to 20.83 schillings in the price 
per kilogram of exported machinery. 


100,000 SEMPERIT TIRES EVERY MONTH. Tire production 
by Austria’s Semperit Works has reached the impressive level 
of 100,000 per month. The company’s Traiskirchen plant 
produces 180 different types of tires and processes 90 per 
cent of the rubber imported into the country. This output 
covers 90 per cent of Austria’s truck tire requirements, 
50-60 per cent of the tires required for passenger vehicles 
and nearly 100 per cent of those needed for its bicycle and 
motorbikes. 


MARKED INCREASE IN VEHICULAR IMPORTS, During the 
first six months of 1957, Austria imported not only a larger 
number but also more expensive types of passenger automo- 
biles than during the comparable period in 1956. In the first 
half of 1957, 32,100 cars worth 800 million schillings were 
imported, as against 27,300 worth about 675 million in the 
first half of 1956. Passenger vehicles accounted for 83 per 
cent of Austria’s automobile imports. In the period under 
consideration, a total of 958 million schillings were expended 
compared with 834 million in the 
comparahle period for 1956(1 dollar equals 26 schillings- Ed.). 

More than half of all the passenger cars, i.e. 18,430 
worth 488 million schillings, were of Westem 
German origin, about 6,000 came from Italy and 3,600 from 
France. The remainder were supplied by a number of other 
countries, including the United States. 

Austrian exports of automotive vehicles on the other 
hand, were of modest proportions, representing a value of 224 
million schillings in the first half of 1957 (as against 175 
million in 1956). Well over half of the Austrian exports 
consisted of motorcycles. 


30,000 TONS OF RUBBER GOODS ANNUALLY. Austria’s 
annual production of rubber goods, an average total of 
30,000 tons, includes approximately 5,000 tons of specific 
products exported to foreign markets. In 1956, the main 
export items were hoses (9.3 million schillings), gaskets 
(29.7 million schillings), and tires (38.4 million schillings). 


on automotive vehicles, 


vehicles 


26 PER CENT MORE REFIGERATORS IN USE. According 
torecently published statistics for 1956 the total number of 
refrigerators in Austrian kitchens rose by 26 per cent ¢ 
97,735 from 77,457 in use at the end of 1955. 


AUSTRIAN TOBACCO SALES. According to a forecast fo; 
fiscal 1957, it is estimated that the annual sales of the 
Austrian Tobacco Monopoly this year will reach 2.5 billion 
schillings. 


NATIONAL MANAGEMENT CONGRESS IN VIENNA THiS 
MONTH. Austria’s Tenth Industrial Management Congress, 
under the sponsorship of the Institute of Public Accountants 
in collaboration with other organi zations, is beingheld October 
14-18. Chief items on the agenda will be automation ip 
plants, management practices and problems produced by 
European integration. 


VIENNA STEWARDESSES: A GREAT SUCCESS. The close of 
the Vienna Fall Fair marked the end of this first season’s 
activity by the stewardesses of Vienna’s Municipal Tourist 
Office. The establishment of the stewardess service for 
travelers was in the nature of an experiment, and no one knew 
how it would work out. Beginning with June 1, 15 attractively 
uniformed young women were given the assignment of pr- 
viding visitors to Vienna with essential information and, 
when asked, of clearing requests for lodgings through the 
Central Room Listing Agency of the City of Vienna. The 
stewardesses worked in the various intemational trains of the 
Austrian Federal Railroad, on the steamers of the Danube 
Shipping Line sailing between Passau and Linz, and at 
Vienna’s West and South-East stations. Visitors coming to 
Vienna by automobile, were able to draw on the services of 
the Purkersdorf and Inzersdorf information centers. 

During the three and one half months of their activity, 
the stewardesses covered an aggregate distance cores 
ponding to five times the circumference of the earth - a total 
of almost 124,000 miles, of which 8,000 miles were on Danube 
steamers. These figures do not include travelling from Vienna 
to the points at which they began their assignments. A total 
of 39,000 queries were answered on the trains and ships and 
nearly 7,000 requests for quarters were processed. In other 
words, the stewardesses helped to obtain lodgings in hotels 
or private homes for about 12,500 persons.. 

At the Purkersdorf information booth on the highway 
leading into Vienna, 12,500 queries were answered and 1,450 
lodgings arranged. 


STEFAN ZWEIG SOCIETY FOUNDED IN VIENNA. A Stefan 
Zweig Society has recently been founded in Vienna, the 
native city of the famous Austrian poet (1881-1942). The 
principal aim of the Society is to publish the lesserknow 
works and letters of the author and to promote the literature 
on Stefan Zweig, the man. The Intemational Constituent 


Committee of the Society includes, among others, the authors 
Max Brod, Alexander Lemet-Holenia, Walter von Molo, Rober 
Neumann, Friedrich Torberg and the conductor, Bruno Walter. 
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A STONE FROM ST. STEPHAN’S FOR THE CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE TOWER. Dr. Felix Hurdes, President of the 
Austrian Parliament, recently received Larry Rue, the Central 
European correspondent of the ‘‘Chicago Tribune’’ and 
presented him with a stone from St. Stephan’s Cathedral as a 
cift for the Chicago newspaper. The gift from Vienna is a 


Gothic decoration (a grotesque) from the high tower of St. 
Stephen’s that had to be replaced during the renovation of the 
cathedral. The stone will be built into the base of the 
Chicago Tribune Tower, during a ceremony which will be 
attended by representatives of the Austrian Consulate in 
Chicago. 





FIGL’'S ADDRESS AT THE TWELFTH GENERAL ASSEMB- 
LY. Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold Figl addressed the 
Twelfth U.N. General Assembly on September 25. Having 
-oneratulated the new President, Sir Leslie Monroe of New 
zealand, on his election, and expressed the appreciation of 
the Austrian delegation to the President of the Eleventh Gen- 
eral Assembly, Prince Wan Waithayakon of Thailand, for his 
excellent performance, Mr. Figl said: 

Last year, when the Austrian Delegation was able offici- 
ally to participate in the General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions for the first time, I declared, in the name of the Austri- 
an Government and of the Austrian people, that we would be 
fully aware of our responsibility in the work of the United Na- 
tions and that we would contribute our share towards the re- 
alization of the high ideals of this community of nations. To- 
day, I can only reaffirm this pledge. We believe in and have 
confidence in the United Nations which now, as before, we 
consider the best guarantee for the maintenance of peace and 
for the realization of the principles embodied in the Declara- 
tion of Human Rights. Although certain weaknesses have be- 
come apparent since the United Nations came into existence, 
I nevertheless believe I am justified in saying that the Uni- 
ted Nations and its Secretary-General have mastered difficult 
situations. Without this organization it would hardly have 
been possible to solve the multitude of problems which have 
arisen, particularly within the past few years. It seems es- 
sential to us that each country subordinate its own interests 
to the common interest, thereby creating an atmosphere of mu- 
tual confidence which may provide a firm foundation on which 
to build a happy and peaceful world. 


On Disarmament 


We had all hoped that such an atmosphere would bring 
the recent disarmament negotiations in London to a success- 
ful conclusion. These negotiations seem to have failed for 
the time being. However, we do not believe that this means 
the end of disarmament talks. On the contrary, we feel that 
luring the discussions in London, for the first time in years, 
concrete proposals were put forward and discussed and that 
both sides made serious efforts to bring the matter closer to 
a solution. 

The Twelfth General Assembly will deal with this matter 
in great detail. It is understandable that the public, in view 
of the new weapons with their unimaginable consequences, 
is deeply concerned. We are happy to note that the proposals 
Submitted in London were aimed at reducing this danger. Al- 
though, regrettably, no positive results have been achieved, 
& comparison of the different plans undoubtedly shows a cer- 
rapprochement. It will therefore be important, during future 
Negotiations in the United Nations, to continue to work in 
this direction, regardless of the difficulties that may arise. 





Austria has agreed to limitations of her arms potential in an 
international treaty which might well be considered the final 
goal of disarmament for other countries also. We are well 
aware that this limitation of our armaments is hardly of vital 
importance in relation to the power factors involved. We feel, 
however, that it is decisive to start somewhere with disarma- 
ment. We believe we have made a valuable contribution in 
this respect towards understanding among the nations of the 
world. The great powers bear adecisive responsibility—in the 
truest sense of the word—for the future of the world. 

There are two major problems which are of crucial import- 
ance to this forum. These are—and they are decisive for all of 
us—the relationship between West and East on the one hand, 
and the birth of new, independent states on the other. This 
necessarily brings about a change in the political picture of 
the world. It is understandable that Austria is particularly in- 
terested in the first problem, since our country is situated on 
the crossroads between Fast and West. 


World Tensions 


No country can be as greatly interested in a relaxation of 
tensions as Austria, for every aggravation of differences af- 
fects us directly or indirectly. Clear evidence of this is the 
stream of refugees still continuing across our borders. 

The Eleventh General Assembly only recently took up 
the question of Hungary. During the debate the Austrian De- 
legation suggested that, for humanitarian reasons, the respon- 
sible authorities in Budapest grant a general amnesty to all 
those who, in connection with the events in Hungary, have 
been arrested or sentenced. Today, we again turn, for purely 
humanitarian reasons, to the responsible authorities in Hung- 
ary to ask that freedom be given to those who are still impris- 
oned and under sentence. 


It is understandable that Austria is also interested in the 
fate of her neighbor to the West. The solution of the question 
of German unification would certainly be a decisive contrib- 
ution towards a normalization and stabilization of conditions 
in Europe. Here, too, the free will of the people and their 
right to self-determination, as outlined in the Charter of the 
United Nations, must be the guiding principle. 

Although not immediately involved geographically, Aus- 
tria was greatly interested in the peaceful solution of another 
problem. I am referring to the events in the Middle Fast with 
which last year’s General Assembly was so much concerned. 
The fact that in the Far East actual fighting stopped years 
ago may also be cited as an encouraging development. We 
hope that in that area, too, definitive solutions will be found. 


The Emergence of New Nations 


It is unavoidable that through the emergence of new states 
the political situation of the world is undergoing changes. A 
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great deal of patience and understanding and, above all, the 
eradual disappearance of distrust will be necessary to over- 
come differences that might arise in this connection. I am 
convinced, however, that such differences will not be incap- 
able of a Much will depend on the technical and 


economic assistance to be given to these young nations in 


solution. 
order to facilitate their adjustment to the new world order. 
We regard such support as one of the foremost tasks of the 
United Nations. 

We have been particularly gratified to note that this year, 
too, a new member has been admitted to the World Organiza- 
tion and I] should like to extend to the youngest member of 
the United Nations, the Federation of Malaya, our best wishes 
for a peaceful and successfil future. 


The Refugee Question 


Less than a year ago I appealed to the people of the 
make new homes to the approximately 
180,000 refugees who, as a result of the events in Hungary, 
had fled to Austria. In the name of the Austrian Government 
and the Austrian people I wish to thank most sincerely all 
those who helped these unfortunate victims of our time. FE 
pecially we would like to thank the refugee organization of 
the United Nations and its High Commissioner for the active 
assistance and valuable support which enabled thousands of 
refugees to find life worth living again. Yet there are still 
more than 25,000 refugees waiting for a new home to be giv- 


world to available 


+ 


Ss- 


en to them. We are convinced that they will also be given a 


“ee 


chance to begin a new life within a reasonable time. 
Creation of I.4A.E.A. A Hopeful Sign for the Future 


On October 1, of this year, the First General Conference 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency will open in Viep. 
na, the capital of Austria. The object of this agency is th: 
use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes. More than 80 no. 
tions have pledged their cooperation to this internationa) 
agency and by so doing have manifested their willingness ; 
work for the maintenance of peace and to help build a hap. 
pier future for all mankind. Here is an opportunity to substi. 
tute deeds for words and to use the enormous sums whict 
are required for the production of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion for a better purpose. And here is also a possibility that 
real cooperation and tangible results may create an atmosph- 
ere of confidence that could have a beneficial influence on 
the efforts aimed at a reduction of armaments. 


Austria is proud to be host to the First General Confer- 


ence of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and will 
prove herself worthy of the honor, should Vienna be chosen 
to become the permanent site of the Agency. We fully realize 
that this would mean a great responsibility but we shall dc 
our best to further international cooperation and work towards 
mutual understanding. The city on the Danube breathes the 
spirit of centuries of history; it might well inspire a solemn 
thought: namely, that power is transitory and that only the 
good, the noble and the beautiful create monuments that defy 
time. 
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